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Process for converting the raw count of 
homeless individuals and dwellings in 
Pacific Palisades in January, 2026 into an 
adjusted total comparable to prior year 
LAHSA counts. 
Pacific Palisades Task Force for Homelessness 

 

Introduction 
The Pacific Palisades Task Force on Homelessness (PPTFH) conducts an annual count of the 
homeless population within the border of Pacific Palisades as part of the Los Angeles area point 
in time (PIT) count. On one night in January each year, volunteers visually tally the number of 
people experiencing unsheltered homelessness as well as the number of cars, vans, recreational 
vehicles, tents, and makeshift shelters that are assumed to be housing homeless individuals. 
The PPTFH reported these tallies to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) who 
then processed them along with raw tallies from around Los Angeles to generate an annualized 
count of homeless. The annualized count is adjusted using information gathered from detailed 
surveys that LAHSA conducts during the PIT count. Historically, LAHSA has given the PPTFH the 
adjusted numbers for Pacific Palisades. Staring in 2024, LAHSA stopped providing the adjusted 
final numbers for Pacific Palisades back to the PPTFH. 

No count was conducted for Pacific Palisades in 2025 due to the January wildfires. In 2026, 
volunteers conducted a count of homeless in Pacific Palisades using the PIT methodology. This 
document describes the process for creating a count of total homeless individuals for Pacific 
Palisades in 2026 that is comparable to the counts provided by LAHSA in prior years. 

LAHSA adjustment process for PIT counts 
In addition to the number of homeless individuals observed, the PIT count includes the number 
of dwellings not meant for human habitation: cars, vans, recreational vehicles (RVs), tents, and 
makeshift shelters that appear to be used as dwellings. LAHSA uses survey data to estimate the 
number of individuals present in each of these dwelling types in order to estimate the total 
number of unsheltered homeless. The most recently published multipliers for these dwelling 
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types are from the 2022 report (https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=6540-cvrtm-population-
conversion-factors.pdf). The Los Angeles Continuum of Care (CoC) is divided up according to Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health Service Planning Areas (SPAs), and multipliers are 
estimated for each SPA in order to account for variation across the LA CoC. Pacific Palisades is 
located in SPA 5.1 

Table 1 includes the multipliers and associated standard errors for each dwelling type for 
unsheltered adults from the 2022 report. For example, based on survey data, there were 1.39 
adults in each observed car used as a dwelling (95% confidence interval: 1.12 to 1.66) and 1.41 
adults in each tent (95% confidence interval: 1.27 to 1.55) in SPA 5 in 2022. We include the 95% 
confidence interval for our estimate of the number of homeless in Pacific Palisades in 2026 in 
order to account for the uncertainty in these estimated multipliers, especially since they are 
from 2022 and for a larger area than Pacific Palisades. 

Table 1. 2022 LAHSA Multipliers for dwellings not meant for human habitation for SPA 5 

Description Estimated Multiplier 
(Standard error) 

Cars 1.39 
(0.14) 

Vans 1.43 
(0.15) 

Recreational vehicles 1.69 
(0.14) 

Tents 1.41 
(0.07) 

Makeshift shelters 1.57 
(0.16) 

Source: Car, Van, RV/Camper, Tent, and Makeshift Shelter (CVRTM) Population 
Conversion Factors prepared by Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority Data Management, August 18, 2022. 
Available at https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=6540-cvrtm-population-conversion-factors.pdf 

Count of homeless in Pacific Palisades 2026 
Table 2 includes the raw count of individuals and dwellings not meant for human habitation 
from the January, 2026 PIT count and the estimated total count of homeless individuals after 
applying the multipliers from Table 1. We estimate that there were 40 homeless individuals in 
Pacific Palisades in January, 2026 (95% confidence interval: 38 to 42 individuals). 
  

 
1 LAHSA also creates annualized estimates of the total number of homeless individuals based on responses to 
surveys about the movement into and out of homelessness. LAHSA states in their annual reports that the process 
of annualizing the count is only reliable at the LA CoC level, and they do not provide annualized estimates for 
smaller areas. We do not provide annualized estimates here. 

https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=6540-cvrtm-population-conversion-factors.pdf
https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=6540-cvrtm-population-conversion-factors.pdf
https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=6540-cvrtm-population-conversion-factors.pdf
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Table 2. Number of unsheltered homeless individuals in Pacific Palisades in January, 2026 
Description Count 
Raw  

Individuals 15 
Cars 6 
Vans 1 
RVs 2 
Tents 7 
Encampments 1 

Raw Total 32 
Adjusted totala  
(95% confidence interval) 

40  
(38, 42) 

a The adjusted total is the estimated total after applying the 2022 LAHSA multipliers for vehicles and tents/mss to 
the raw counts. This is the estimated number of homeless individuals in Pacific Palisades in January, 2026. 

 

Trends in adjusted counts 
Figure 1 shows the raw and adjusted counts of homeless in Pacific Palisades 2015-2026. No 
count was conducted for Los Angeles in 2021 due to Covid, and no count was conducted in 
Pacific Palisades in 2025 due to the January, 2025 wildfire. No LAHSA adjusted counts were 
provided in 2024 or 2026 for Pacific Palisades. The 2024 adjusted count in Figure 1 is generated 
from the raw count using the same method used for 2026. 
 
Figure 1. LAHSA counts of homeless in Pacific Palisades 2015-2026 

  
Note: No count conducted in LA in 2021 due to Covid, and no count conducted in 2025 due to wildfire. The 2024 and 
2026 adjusted counts are estimated using the LAHSA adjustment process.  
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